
why we’re against  the

PROPOSED LIQUID PROPANE GAS (LPG) PROJECT

BACKGROUND:
DCP Midstream Partners, LP, a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Phillips 66 and Spectra energy, owns, through a compli- 
cated series of legal entities, DCP Searsport LLC, the 
applicant in Searsport. 

DCP proposes building the largest liquefied propane 
gas marine terminal on the East Coast (and one of the 
largest in the world) adjacent to U.S. Route 1 at Mack 
Point in Searsport. 

the Searsport Planning Board must decide if DCP has 
standing to apply for land use and development permits 
and whether DCP’s application meets the requirements 
of town ordinances. the town process is moving forward, 
though challenges to the project continue. DCP’s Army 
Corp of engineers permit lacking a full environmental 
impact study may be challenged in court. the company’s 
permit from the Maine Fuel Board is under challenge in 
State Court. DCP provided no comprehensive safety 
report (an independent study on the project is due early 
next month). 

REASONS THE LGP TERMINAL IS NOT A GOOD MATCH 
FOR SEARSPORT:

• It poses a real danger to our community: Liquefied 
Propane Gas (LPG) is more dangerous than Liquefied 
Natural Gas (LNG), and federal regulations disqualify 
Mack Point for an LNG terminal because private homes 
and tourist centers are too close to hazard zones for 
thermal radiation, pool file, or explosion. the National 
Fire Marshall’s Association has determined that LPG is 
more dangerous because it has greater tendency to 
form explosive vapor clouds, has lower ignition levels 
and higher burning velocity. (Accutech Consulting 
Group, Fire Service Guidance… 1/31/07)

• It will bring Maritime disruption and risk: Deep draft 
700-800-foot LPG tankers will be coming and going from 
the proposed facility carrying the hazardous gas. Current 
required permits do not limit the number of tankers 
delivering LPG, or regulate how shipping will accommo-
date tides, weather or marine delays. Current permits 
also do not accurately reflect limited water depth in the 
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access channel and at the dock that are insufficient for 
the LPG deep draft tankers. A moving “exclusion zone” 
around these tankers will prohibit other vessels (ferry, 
fishing, recreational boats) from use of waters near the 
tankers.

• It will cause traffic problems: the proposed Midstream 
tank facility will fill 40-144 heavy-duty LPG tanker trucks 
(10,000 gallons) per day, using route 1 in Searsport  
as a major artery to reach propane delivery destinations 
around New england and Maritime Canada. 

• If something goes wrong, the Searsport fire department 
will be overwhelmed: Large city fire departments with 
specialized equipment and hazmat training service major 
LPG terminals elsewhere in the world. we like and 
respect our local firefighters, but Searsport has a tiny 
volunteer fire department which lacks the specialized 
training and equipment needed to take on an LPG fire 
or explosion. Surrounding towns in the Penobscot Bay 
region are the same. In addition, the Searsport water 
District reservoir states it has less than a 10 hour supply 
of water to fight any fire at the proposed terminal or 
elsewhere.

• The surrounding towns cannot provide sufficient 
emergency help: the towns around Searsport cannot 
fill the gap between fire/emergency help needed for an 
LPG terminal accident and what Searsport alone can 
provide. Searsport fire and emergency personnel are not 
sufficient to address such hazards. without consulting 
other towns, local public safety officials have asserted 
that they can meet the challenges of such a proposal 
because of the added help from nearby towns. Now the 
burden shifts to fire personnel and volunteers in nearby 
towns and puts their under-trained/under-equipped 
emergency responders at risk.

• No economic gain, just economic pain: Midstream 
projects only 8-12 new permanent jobs coming with the 
proposed terminal with no commitment that any of them 
will go to residents of the town, county or the state of 
Maine. yet a new LPG terminal will be one of the largest 
and most dangerous industrial plants ever built in Maine, 
covering 24 acres, clear-cut, fenced by barbed wire and 
lit up all night. the white storage tank will be less than 
500 feet from route 1 with a 75-foot open flare, and 40- 
144 tanker trucks loading day and night. 

• It will severely harm the tourism industry: this massive 
facility will be a true blight on the landscape, discourage 
tourism, lower local property values and reduce the area’s 
chances of attracting second home buyers and the retiree 
community, both sectors currently providing income and 
great promise for the mid-coast’s economy. In fact, local 
small business owners are already speaking out in oppo- 
sition to the project, afraid of the impact on their livelihoods.

• Why would we want to harm our friends and neighbors? 
If this project goes forward, it will harm many area 
residents — physically, financially and emotionally. 
economic development is something we all want, but 
not this type of inappropriate development that harms  
so many people. 

• There are just too many unknowns: Is the proposed 
LPG facility safe? will DCP Searsport LLC or some other 
corporate entity pay for damages in the event of fire or 
other harm? will landowners’ whose property or business 
owners whose enterprises lose value be compensated? 
what will become of Penobscot Bay’s natural resource 
attractions and economy?

THE BOTTOM LINE

the LPG proposal threatens the town of Searsport and 
the mid-coast area in so many ways. It is clear that this 
project does not belong in Searsport or anywhere in 
the mid-coast region.
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